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Published by
Northern Star Quilters’ Guild
P.O. Box 232
Somers, NY 10589
www.northernstarquilters.com

Meetings

The Guild meets the third Tuesday
of each month (Sept to June) at 7pm
at Kennedy Catholic 54 NY-138,
Somers, NY 10589.

Notice Of Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 17, 2016
Election of Officers
(see Bios under Meet the Candidates section)
Please note: It has become necessary
to hold the vote on Proposed Amendments
to By-laws on June 21, 2016
following the Salad Supper
Question/Answer session for By-laws
will take place at the May Annual meeting

Upcoming
May
Wed 4

Comfort Quilts

Sat 7

Landscape SIG will meet at
1pm at the Astoria Bank in
Somers.
Long Arm SIG will meet at
Helen May’s home.

Tue 10

Board Meeting

Tue 17

Guild Meeting: Carol
Weber

Tue 17

Art Quilters SIG will meet at
5:45 in the Teacher’s Lounge.
Domestic Machine SIG will
meet at 5:45pm in the back of
the cafeteria.

Wed 18

Comfort Quilts

Communications
”Chinese Textiles: Ten Centuries of Masterpieces from the Met
Collection” -through June 19, 2016, The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York City; http://www.metmuseum.org.
”American Quilts and Folk Art” - through August 7, 2016, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City; http://
www.metmuseum.org.
”New Discoveries: Early Liturgical Textiles from Egypt,
200-400” - The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City;
http://www.metmuseum.org
Please let us know if you have been (or will be)
featured in a show, publication, mentioned in an
article, etc. Please send a photo (if available) and
any pertinent details to
News@Northernstarquilters.com.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
What a wonderful Show!
I give great thanks and hearty praise to every member who helped put this inaugural event together. As Show
Chairman, Susan Fasnacht showed unparalleled organization and leadership. I spoke with vendors who were
happy with the new venue and amazed at the smooth transition. The guests I spoke to loved the new space. I
love the new space, as did every member I saw. Ladies, and Don, WE DID GOOD!
We learned a few things that will be changed or improved next year, as one would expect. The ever helpful John
Murphy knows our needs more thoroughly and can function better next time also. I believe it was truly to our
advantage that we were forced into making this change after 35 years in the same place. Start right now to make
more of the spectacular quilts that were getting rave reviews from everyone who viewed them. One remark I
heard, “this is better than Lancaster.”
Photographers were recording everything and Maria will soon have photos on the website. She will send an eblast when they are ready for your viewing.
I want to remind you here that this IS the President’s Message and in the next paragraphs I am speaking only for
myself, not representing anyone or any group.
A number of our new members have let me know that they were upset at the tone of our last meeting and
questioned why they joined the Guild. To them I apologize. That is not our true face. For some reason it seems
to happen every 5 years when it is time to adjust our By-laws to fit changes in the world and changes in our Guild
needs. We really are a dedicated group of quilters and fiber artists who want to share their inspirations and their
knowledge with one another. Help and friendship go along with this sharing. We are happy to have each of you
join us and hope you will give us the opportunity to prove who we really are.
With the thought that we might have smoother sailing in 5 years I offer a few things to consider. As Americans,
everyone has the right to have their views expressed. But once expressed, matters should be left to the vote of the
entire group. I am not sure it is fair to equate the By-laws of a 100% volunteer quilt guild to the Constitution and
the Federal Government. Our By-laws are important. They are the backbone of our organization. Our Policies
are, likewise, an important tool. Our elected Board of Directors can hold office for only 2 years in any position so
tools to help them operate effectively are needed. About the time they are familiar with how to do their job, they
are out of it and their replacement starts the learning process. Within this framework we have to remember that
everyone is a volunteer, we all have another side to our life. Some have full time jobs, many have families they
are tending to, or both, so we must allow for human error at times. Sometimes that human error puts a glitch in
our system and we have to rethink what is important to do next.
Recently we had a glitch. I understand the importance of following the By-laws. The By-laws are there in the first
place as a requirement of being a corporation, which we are. As a corporation we are also required to hold an
Annual Meeting at which Board of Directors are elected and a vote is taken on any proposed By-laws changes.
So, when the glitch occurs do we bend a little on By-laws requirements for the method used to inform the
membership of impending changes? They were in fact notified in the required time frame. Or do we stand firm on
By-laws details and in doing so, violate our requirement to vote on By-laws changes at our Annual meeting so the
results are recorded in the Minutes? The Annual meeting is the only general meeting which records Minutes. The
circumstances at what was to be a discussion meeting last month have put us in the second category. The good
news is....in either case, there really aren’t any corporate police out looking for us. This is just food for thought on
how to handle things in the future and offered in the hope that peace exists at the question/answer session on Bylaws changes at the Annual Meeting this month, with the vote to take place in June.
Sr. Barbara Memorial Donation
At the April Board meeting the Board voted to donate the NSQG Policy limit of $250 to the Mustard Seed
Migrant Ministry in Goshen, NY. in memory of Sr. Barbara Heil. Their purpose is to provide the children of
migrant workers a place to find self-worth and stability as well as food and friendship. Sr. Barbara loved working
with these children and involved KC students in the work with her.
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Google them or go to their website, www.mustardseedmigrantministry.org to learn more.
Mustard Seed does not fall into an accepted category for NSQG donations (only quilt related charities) so the
Board voted unanimously to override the policy in this unique circumstance. The membership is invited to make
personal contributions for added impact to the Guild donation.
The collection routine is this:
1. Write a check to Mustard Seed Migrant Ministry in any amount you wish. A note may be included in the
envelope. They will remain sealed. (Tax deduction is yours.)
2. Bring your envelope to the May meeting with “Mustard Seed” noted on envelope.
3. Or, mail it to NSQG President, P.O.Box 232, Somers, NY 10589. (note “Mustard Seed” on envelope.)
4. All checks collected will be taken to Mustard Seed together with the Guild donation and given to a
representative that I will contact beforehand.

Joyce Sullivan, President
president@Northernstarquilters.com

Quilt Show
“A World of Quilts XXXVII” – all I can say is WOW! What a magnificent display of quilts. Nearly 95% of the
189 registered quilts on display were made by our guild members, and each quilt was wonderful. It was one of
the most beautiful displays of quilts ever for the Show making our inaugural Show at the O’Neill Center that more
memorable.
I also can’t say enough for the volunteerism of our members. I know I have received numerous congratulations on
how well the Show went, but it would not have been possible without the help of you. The Quilt Show Committee
members were great and I can’t thank them enough for carrying out their assignments with an efficiency that
allowed me to concentrate on other details of the Show. I also want to thank all of the Guild members that
pitched in to help wherever it was needed. Whether it was sewing sleeves on our drapes, setting up the pipe
frames for quilt hanging, taking vouchers at the door, keeping a watchful eye for something that was happening
as it should, or helping address any of the other “glitches” we encountered at the Show, our members stepped up
to make it work. It certainly helped make my work easier.
Although I don’t have a final tally on the financial aspect of the Show, it did well. We had about 1,500 attendees
come through the box office. While that is generally a slight decline in our historic attendance figures, it was
comparable to last year’s number. I am certain with the positive comments we heard from the attendees that this
number will grow as more people hear about the first class Show we put on.
We have already started thinking of next year’s Show. I’ve been compiling a list of what worked and what didn’t
(and yes, you can send me your ideas). What should we do differently? Chris and Noreen will be looking for a
great team for their committee. If you want to get involved and help make the Show even better, contact either
one of them. It’s a great way to meet people and get involved in the Guild. And don’t forget, it’s not too early to
start working of your entry for “A World of Quilts XXXVIII”!

Susan Fasnacht, VP Quilt Show
quiltshow@Northernstarquilters.com
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Education
New Special Interest Group - Paper Piecing! Susan Deshensky has volunteered to lead a Paper Piecing group for
next year. Please let her know at the May meeting or send her a note if you are interested.
The Domestic Machine Quilting challenge for May has been sent out so if you didn’t receive one, please contact
Helen Boland. After the May meeting, Helen Boland will be stepping down as moderator. Please let Helen
Boland or me know if you can take on the role of moderator. It doesn’t take a lot of time and you can set it up to
have a different member share a technique each month. It is an easy way to volunteer for the Guild.
Jennifer Kramer, VP Education
education@Northernstarquilters.com

Programs
The Karen Combs class was very successful. Lots of good feedback. Good feedback was also true at the Show.
The lectures and demos from Linda Poole were filled and left all of us in hopes of a workshop with her down the
line. Mickey Lawler’s lecture was also filled and she had lots of her wonderful fabric for sale. We look forward
to seeing her in November for her lecture and workshop.
This month’s lecture will be by our very own Carol Weber. Her background and willingness to share should make
for a very interesting lecture.
Moving on to our first speaker in September. The Pat Harrison lecture will be Quilting as Desired, and the
workshop Change of Direction. She has loaned me two of her quilts to show you to entice you to sign up for her
workshop. Her husband Bob, will be coming with her. He is a certified Singer Featherweight repair and refurbish
dealer. He will be on hand to check out your machines and do some repair work. He asks that you bring the
machines in the night of the lecture and will be at the workshop all day to work on them.
Lots of exciting things coming up in the Fall. Be sure to check our boards to see when you can join in the learning,
fun and good companionship.

Judy Gignesi, VP Programs
programs@Northernstarquilters.com

Special Events
Thank you to all of the members who stepped up to fill the Special Events positions for next year. Your generosity
will be appreciated by the entire Guild.

Chris Roche, VP Special Events
specialevents@Northernstarquilters.com
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Charitable Activities
Comfort Quilts
Wednesday, May 18th is the last day that Comfort Quilts will be meeting in North Salem. Starting on Wednesday
June 15th through September 14th, CQ will be following its Summer Schedule of meeting every Wednesday at
Bnai Israel Temple located at 2 Banksville Road, Armonk, NY. Come and join the fun but always verify the dates
with Carol Auer or Karen Carlson because dates are subject to change.

Charity for 2017 Quilt Show
Congratulations to The Mount Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry, our charitable organization for next year’s raffle quilt.
Since there was only one nomination, there will not be a vote by the membership, but we hope you will be as
excited as JoAnne Hochstein, the member sponsor of this organization that provides meals and wellness programs
to those in need.

Ronald McDonald House
Thanks to the hard work of Barbara Tatera, The Ronald McDonald quilt project is now complete with seven quilts
donated to the House in Valhalla. I would like to thank the many members who turned in blocks to be used in the
quilts. There were also many members who donated extra time to make this project a success. A special thank
you to the following members who quilted a quilt, made a full quilt top on their own, did the hand sewing on a
binding or donated batting for the project: Joan Weth, Patricia Loquet, Isobel Greer, Diane Linker, Kelly
Lockwood, Kim Hyde, Karen Carson, Barb Tatera, Althea Nolan, Chris Roche, Angie Contadino, Dee Rizzo, Carol
Auer, Pat Baker, Cheryl Kosarek, Carol Sterk, Janice Nastasi and Jean Degl.

Althea Nolan, VP Charitable Activities
charitable@Northernstarquilters.com
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Meet the 2016-2017 Candidates
Presented here are the informational Bios from the candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee for the
2016-2017 NSQG Board. Voting will take place at the Guild Annual Meeting on May 17, 2016.

President – Susan Fasnacht
After serving two years as VP, Quilt Show, I am pleased to have the opportunity to move up to the position of
President. The challenge of organizing this year’s Quilt Show at its new venue, the O’Neill Center, has helped
prepare me for the office of President by giving me better insight into how the Guild operates. It has also
provided me with a genuine appreciation of how great our Guild is, with its members who so generously volunteer
their time to help. I hope to continue fostering that spirit over the next year.
Technology changes have resulted in new and different ways to communicate, organize our lives, and even how
we sew. The Guild has started to embrace these changes this year with the roll out of our new website and the
increased use of email to communicate with our members. I want to continue that effort, so that we can keep our
members current with what is happening and to help attract new members. I do not necessarily want to abandon
our past traditions and practices, but feel we need to modify them so we can use today’s technology to our
advantage.
Having sewn clothing all my life, several years ago I wanted to expand into other areas of sewing, particularly
quilting. Since joining the Guild in 2010, I have not only improved my quilting skills, but have met people with
similar interests in sewing. It has given me the opportunity to meet many wonderful people and make new friends.
I am looking forward to working with all the Guild members over the next year.

Treasurer – Carla Wdowski
The first time I saw a quilt was back in the 80s. I thought it was beautiful but I wasn’t all that interested in making
one. Eventually, I borrowed a book from the library – “Quilts, Quilts, Quilts" which truly changed my life. I was
no longer a bystander, I read that book over and over again and quickly I was on my way of becoming a fabric
and quilt addict.
However, life was really busy and quilting was something like “when I have time.” Although I was not making a
whole lot of quilts, I was still trying to learn the latest techniques and shortcuts by watching TV shows, reading
books and magazines, and going to the quilt shows, just in case one day I was going to quilt a lot. And, of course
I wasn’t going to let my busy life stop me from collecting MORE fabrics, just in case I would need that color later
(sounds familiar?)
I decided that “I don’t have time” is no longer an excuse. Joining NSQG is my commitment to my passion and to
serve as the next Treasurer is my commitment to the quilting community that shares the same love. I am currently
the Director of Business Administration at Westchester Arts Council, dba ArtsWestchester in White Plains; I want to
apply my professional skills to help any way I can, and I am looking forward to serving the Guild in the coming
year.
Quilt Show VP – Noreen Lippolis
I'm Noreen Lippolis and together with Chris Roche, we would like to chair the Quilt Show Committee in 2017. I
have been the Vendor Chair for the last three years and helped Claire Oehler the two years before that. I have
been very impressed with the time, effort and dedication that the Quilt Show Committee members put into their
respective jobs. Susan Fasnacht will be a hard act to follow, but I think that Chris and I will make a great team!
Quilt Show VP – Chris Roche
My love for needlework began when I was 5 years old when my grandmother taught me how to knit. This
progressed to needlepoint and finally, after my children were born, to quilting. I love hand appliqué and have
recently become interested in wool appliqué. After years of hand quilting I am finally getting into machine quilting
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and really enjoy it. After teaching for 33 years I am now retired and have a lot more time to spend in my sewing
room.
I have been a member of the Guild since 1990. Just a few weeks after joining I was asked to be the Quilt Show
Treasurer. That job was the beginning of many years on the Show Committee and led to many lasting friendships.
Besides being the treasurer for several years I also served as information booth chairperson, volunteers, special
exhibits, and JFK liaison. I have also served on the Guild board as Hospitality Chairperson and Special Events
Coordinator. I am very excited to be the co-chair of next year's Quilt Show and I look forward to working with a
wonderful group of volunteers.
Education VP– Donna Chambers
I'm Donna Chambers born, raised and educated in Ossining, NY. I learned the magic of working with my hands
and creating things at an early age. Mom taught me to sew, my Great Aunt taught me crochet, embroidery and
knitting, and my Dad was always building something, fixing something or making mosaic tables.
I had a part time job after school and summers in the art department for renowned textile designer Vera
Neumann of Vera Scarves in Ossining. It was the greatest experience ever. Upon HS graduation, Vera awarded
me a very nice scholarship and I attended and graduated from Pratt Institute, majoring in fashion art and design,
and some jewelry making.
In 1978 I began refining my jewelry skills and I established my award winning jewelry design company, Donna
Chambers Designs Inc. I have been creating and manufacturing a line of 14k gold and antique mother of pearl
jewelry for over 35 years, exhibiting at major jewelry trade shows and selling to stores, including Fortunoffs,
Macy’s and Nahoku of Hawaii.
About eight years ago my life slowed down a little and I decided I wanted to pullout my old Kenmore Machine
after 25 years and learn to quilt. Like many of you I now have Quilt Fever. I never would have dreamed I'd be
introduced to so many types of quilts, quilting techniques, rulers, rotary cutters and wonderful ladies. I have been
a member of NSQG for about 4 years, l've participated in NSQG's Quilt Show and I am still excited to have won
BEST OF SHOW in 2014 and 2015. I am a member of Comfort Quilts and the Art SIG group. My quilts have
been juried into AQS and they have won Honorable Mentions at Mancuso Pennsylvania and New Jersey. I am a
member of FANE and Pelham Quilters. I love creativity and working with my hands, I look forward to the
opportunity to put my talents to work on the NSQG Board...Thank you.
Membership – Jennifer Kramer
I will always be grateful to my mother for signing me up for a 6 week Singer sewing class when I was 12, and
buying me my first machine, an industrial model used Singer. What followed has been a lifetime of pleasure, first
in making clothes and starting in 1997, quilting.
Classes at the Country Quilter got me started, and I joined the Guild in 2009. The appliqué SIG, special classes
and Super Saturdays have enriched my quilting. I love working on Comfort Quilts and I have enjoyed learning
appliqué, landscape and portrait quilting. I am so grateful to Guild members for their generous help as I try new
things.
I have served for 2 years as Education VP. I enjoyed the opportunity to tap into the wealth of talent in our Guild
in the February demos program, as well as a chance to get to get to know each other in January. I look forward
to a new role if elected to be VP Membership.
Communications VP – Maria Catalano
I joined the Guild in September 2007. I have learned most of what I know about quilting from the wonderful
teachers at Country Quilter as well as the many friends I have made through the Guild.
In recent years, I have served on the Quilt Show Committee first in Publications/Publicity and then for the last two
years in Quilt Display. I have been in the Communications position this past year managing the Newsletter and
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other communications as well as building the Guild’s new website and quilt registration form. I look forward to
serving a second term to continue to improve the ways in which the Guild communicates with its members.
Secretary - Rosemary DePaola
My name is Rosemary DePaola and I have enjoyed being the Secretary for NSQG during the past year. I find
being in the Guild to be tremendously rewarding and you all continue to inspire me to be more creative each and
every day. I joined Comfort Quilts shortly after joining NSQG as I liked the fact of making quilts for children in
hospitals. It was a win/win in my book.
I started quilting the winter of 1997. I have made quilts for each of my 7 children and also for my 16
grandchildren and counting. I started with machine piecing and hand quilting but as the hand quilting takes so
long I have been tackling machine quilting. My dream is to be able to do quality free motion quilting on my
domestic machine.
Programs VP– Judy Gignesi
Starting on my mother's old treadle machine, I've had a long and happy relationship with sewing machines. In
1997 we moved to Somers and I was introduced to the wonderful world of quilting and to the Country Quilter. I
joined the Guild shortly thereafter and a whole new world opened up. Meeting many new friends, taking classes
with so many wonderful teachers, and being part of some of our special programs has been a wonderful
experience. Like many of us, I have enjoyed the opportunities that the Guild, the members and the volunteers
have provided.
I have been fortunate enough to take advantage of many workshops and enjoyed the lectures
of our wonderful speakers. I look forward to a second year on the board in the position of Programs, which gives
me the opportunity to invite wonderful quilters to enliven and enrich our tradition of offering the best to all our
Guild members.
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Notification of Proposed Amendments to
the Northern Star Quilters’ Guild By-Laws
The Article of the current by-laws of the Northern Star Quilters’ Guild which pertains to amending the by-laws is:

ARTICLE XI: AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS
Section 1. Amendments to the By-Laws may be:
a. Proposed in writing by the Board of Directors
b. Proposed in writing by a member or members
c. Recommended by a By-Law Review Committee convened by the President no less than every five (5)
years, beginning in 2005.
Section 2. After approval by a majority of the Board of Directors, any proposed amendment shall be mailed to the
general membership, and shall be published in the Guild’s newsletter. The proposed amendments shall be voted
on by ballot by the members no sooner than thirty (30) days after notification to the members.
Section 3. Amendments shall be approved by a majority of the members voting.
An e-mailed notification of Proposed By-laws Amendments was sent to the membership on April 11, 2016 (35 days
before the Annual meeting.) A discussion of the proposed By-Law amendments was started at the April Guild
meeting. There were some who thought there was not enough time to consider the changes and some who
objected to the proposed amendments being emailed to the membership rather than mailed by USPS. Because of
this, the decision was made to have the vote on the By-Laws postponed to the June meeting rather than the Annual
Meeting in May. This mailing contains a REVISED FORMAT of the Proposed By-law Amendments with
an expanded rationale.
The voting on the proposed amendments to the By-Laws will be as follows: There will be a question and answer
period at the Annual Meeting in May. Voting will be by ballot at the June meeting.

REVISED FORMAT with expanded rationale
Proposed Amendment #1
Current By-Laws: ARTICLE IX: AUDIT
Section 1. The treasurer shall submit the guild’s financial books and records for an annual compilation, review or
audit, as required, after the close of the fiscal year, and at any other time it is deemed necessary.
Section 2. The records and books shall be submitted to a Certified Public Accountant for the purpose specified in
Section 1. The cost of such action shall be a legitimate Guild expense.
Section 3. The Board of Directors shall require two copies, certified as true, of the results. One shall go to the
Treasurer’s file, and the other to the Secretary’s file with the corporate records.
Rationale for change: In signing an agreement with our new Certified Public Accountant it became clear that this
Article in our By-Laws is outdated and would be extremely expensive to adhere to today. We do not submit
“books.” Today’s electronic bookkeeping methods leave little room for error and actual audits or compilations
have become unnecessary except for large businesses or in extreme cases. CPA’s are hesitant to “certify as true”
on their letterhead without a hefty fee since an actual audit is not performed. We do not do the kind of business
that would require a formal financial statement from a CPA. One could be obtained if such a circumstance
should occur. The primary function of our CPA is to make adjustments to QuickBooks if necessary in his
preparation of tax returns. In doing so he will discuss with us any discrepancies he finds and corrections may be
made.
For these reasons a financial committee was formed last summer consisting of Mary Mahedy, Linda Ostrander,
Peggy Morgan and Joyce Sullivan who put forth the following amendment to the By-laws. The proposed
amendment was approved by the Board.

10

Proposed By-Law: ARTICLE IX: FINANCIAL
Section 1. The Treasurer shall submit the Guild’s financial records for examination, preparation and filing of
Income Tax Returns after the close of the fiscal year.
Section 2. The records shall be submitted to an independent Certified Public Accountant for the purposes specified
in Section 1. The cost shall be a legitimate Guild expense.
Section 3. The Board of Directors may, at their discretion, require an internal audit or seek additional services
from a Certified Public Accountant if deemed necessary.
The NSQG By-Laws require the By-laws be reviewed every five years starting in 2005. For this reason, a By-Law
Committee was formed in November with Barbara Sferra, Althea Nolan and Nancy Mirman as Chairman. The
Committee made second and third recommended changes which were approved by the Board.

Proposed Amendment #2
Current By-Law: ARTICLE II: PURPOSE
Section 1. The purpose of the Guild shall be to promote interest in, and encourage participation in, the art of
quilting; to stimulate and coordinate the efforts and talents of individuals interested in quilting; and to maintain a
club for the social enjoyment of its members.
Section 2. The Guild shall strive to achieve its purposes:
a. By establishing lines of communication among members for the stimulation of thought, exchange of
ideas, mutual assistance, and enhancement of individual strengths.
b. By providing educational activities related to quilting to help members achieve their highest level of
technical proficiency and artistic expression.
c. By sponsoring an annual quilt show, open to the public.
Rationale for change: Charitable activities are an important part of our Guild. When a new site for the Quilt
Show was being researched, it became evident that there is nothing in the By-Laws which addresses this. A
concern was raised at the meeting as to whether adding this statement to our by-laws would jeopardize our
501(c)(3) status. Our accountant who is an expert in tax exempt accounting has assured us that adding item C
below is fine. “It is a good additional clause that supports your mission statement.”

Proposed By-Law: ARTICLE II: PURPOSE
Section 1. The purpose of the Guild shall be to promote interest in, and encourage participation in, the art of
quilting; to stimulate and coordinate the efforts and talents of individuals interested in quilting; and to maintain a
club for the social enjoyment of its members.
Section 2. The Guild shall strive to achieve its purposes”
a. By establishing lines of communication among members for the stimulation of thought, exchange of
ideas, mutual assistance, and enhancement of individual strengths.
b. By providing educational activities related to quilting to help members achieve their highest level of
technical proficiency and artistic expression.
c. By supporting and maintaining quilt related charitable activities.
d. By sponsoring an annual quilt show, open to the public.
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